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Subject:     "BULBS  FOR  HOLIDAY  BLOOM."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  U.S.D.A. 
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The  bulbs  that  bloom  at  Christmas-time  are  to  have  our  attention  today. 
That's  because  early  November  is  the  zero  hour  for  potting  most  kinds  of  bulbs 
that  you  want  to  hloom  indoors  by  holiday  time.     Some  Christmas  -presents  need 
starting  well  in  advance,  you  know.    And  that's  the  case  with  bulbs.     So  if  you 
plan  to  give  your  neighbor  some  Christmas  blooms,  now  is  the  last  call  for  plant- 
ing them. 

As  everyone  knows  who  has  had  any  experience  with  bulbs,   they  need  a  long 
period  of  storage  in  a  dark,   cool,  moist  place  to  grow  a  sound  underpinning  of 
roots  before  the  leaves  and  flowers  start.     And  like  any  well-built  structure, 
the  plant  needs  to  build  a  firm  foundation  first  and  upper  stories  later.  Bulbs 
need  a  dark,  cool  place  and  from  6  to  12  weeks  to  develop  good  roots. 

If  you  live  in  a  home  which  has  a  cool  storage  cellar  for  fruits  and 
vegetables,  that's  an  ideal  place  to  start  your  bulbs.     If  you  have  no  storage 
cellar,  dig  a  trench  about  1  and  one-half  feet  deep,  preferably  on  the  north 
side  of  a  wall  or  some  place  in  the  garden.     Set  the  potted  bulbs  in  it.  Cover 
each  one  with  an  empty  pot,  set  upside  down,  cover  with  a  foot  of  soil  and  a 
layer  of  leaves  or  hay  thick  enough  to  keep  the  soil  from  freezing  hard.  You 
can  bring  these  pots  indoors  at  intervals  throughout  the  winter  months. 

Now  about  the  soil  to  use  for  potting  bulbs.     The  formula  I  learned  from 
W.R.B. ,   our  garden  advisor,  is  this:     Mix  3  parts  good  garden  loam  to  1  part 
rotted  cow  manure  with  a  pinch  of  bone  meal.     If  you  live  in  a  city,  you  can 
buy  so-called  "bulb-fiber"  at  any  seed  or  flower  store,  and  grow  your  bulbs  in 
this.     Bulb  fiber  is  a  soil  substitute  and  works  well  for  all  bulbs  that  have 
the  flower  already  formed  inside.     Such  bulbs  are  the  paper-white  narcissus, 

crocus,  daffodil,  hyacinth  and  tulip.  Soak  the  fiber  in  water  first;  then  squeeze 
it  out  before  placing  bulbs  in  it. 

I In  general,  the  flowers  that  are  easiest  to  grow  indoors  —  or  "force" 
as  the  plant  people  say  —  are  the  very  ones  we  mentioned:     narcissus,  especially 
the  paper  white,  the  cammon  daffodil,  hyacinth,  tulip,  and  lily  of  the  valley. 
The  narcissus  will  grow  in  a  shallow  bowl  of  pebbles  and  water  or  in  a  pot  of 
sand  or  soil  or  bulb  fiber.     But  the  tulip  or  the  hyacinth  needs  a  good  soil 
mixture. 


Here's  a  word  about  the  pots  to  use  for  your  bulbs.     Take  your  choice  of 
a  shallow  bulb  pan  or  a  three-quarter  pot,  often  called  a  bulb  pot  or  deep  fern 
pan.    Any  new  pots  or  bulb  pans  that  you  buy  need  soaking  in  water  for  several 
days.    Unpack  all  bulbs  as  soon  as  they  arrive.     Keep  them  in  a  cool  place  — 
40  to  U5  degrees  —  and  pot  them  just  as  soon  as  you  can. 
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Nov;  some  words  a"bout  potting.     W.R.B.   says  many  people  make  the  sad 
mistake  of  pressing  the  bulb  into  the  soil.     Instead,  you  should  press  the  soil 
around  the  bulb.    First,  put  some  pebbles  in  the  bottom  of  the  not  for  drainage. 
Bulbs  in  soil  don't  like  wet  feet  any  more  than  you  or  I  do.     Put  in  a  layer  of 
soil.     Then  set  in  the  bulb.     Fill  in  soil  all  around  the  bulb  and  press  the 
soil  down  firmly.     After  potting,  water  the  soil  moderately.     Be  sure  to  set  the 
bulb  deep  enough  so  the  tip  of  the  sprout  won't  come  above  the  border  of  the  pot 
or  bulb  pan.     Now  the  bulb  is  planted.     The  next  step  is  to  set  the  pot  down  in 
a  booc  of  moist  sand  in  your  cool  dark  cellar.    Be  sure  the  temperature  never 
rises  above  Uo  to  50  degrees.     Now  the  only  attention  you'll  need  to  give  the 
bulbs  for  some  weeks  is  to  keep  the  sand  moist  around  the  pots. 

Some  bulbs  take  a  long  time  and  some  a  comparatively  short  time  to  grow 
their  roots.     If  you  plant  a  paper-white  narcissus  bulb  in  soil,  it  needs  only 
6  weeks  of  dark,  cool  storage.     Daffodil  bulbs  take  a  little  longer.  Hyacinths 
and  early  tulips  need  as  much  as  12  weeks  to  grow  their  roots. 

If  you  are  growing  white  narcissus  in  a  bowl  of  water  —  anchored  in 
pebbles  with  just  enough  water  to  feed  its  roots,   it  will  need  from  U  to  6  weeks 
in  a  cool  cellar  or  attic  in  semi-darkness.     You  can  grow  daffodils  in  this  way, 
too  —  just  support  the  bulb  in  a  shallow  bowl  with  pebbles  and  give  it  just  a 
little  water  around  the  base.     Keep  it  in  a  cool,  partly  dark  plaee  until  the 
roots  are  well-developed.     If  you  see  a  bulb  that  has  grown  top-heavy  in  water  — 
all  leaves  and  scarcely  any  roots  —  you'll  know  it  started  in  too  warm  surround- 
ings. 

Once  the  roots  are  well-established,  bring  the  pot  into  a  warmer  and 
lighter  place.     But  bring  it  into  warmth  and  light  gradually.     Never  make  that 
growing  bulb  plunge  from  the  dark,   cold  storage  room  into  warm  sunny  windows. 
This  will  prevent  flowering. 

The  paper-white  narcissus  is  the  easiest  of  all  bulbs  to  force  in  the 
house.     And  if  you  plant  new  narcissus  bulbs  every  2  weeks,  you  can  have  a 
succession  of  blooms  coming  out  steadily  from  Christmas  to  Easter. 

The  next  most  easy  bulb  to  grow  in  pots  indoors  is  the  Roman  hyacinth. 
Keep  the  hyacinth  bulbs  under  the  soil  and     moist        until  the  first  of  December. 
Then  bring  them  to  light  and  start  the  leaves  up  so  you'll  have  the  lovely 
flowers  during  the  holidays. 

Several  questions  have  come  in  about  forcing  lily  of  the  valley.  Every- 
one loves  this  fragrant  bloom,  yet  few  people  realize  how  easily  it  will  grow 
and  flower  indoors  during  the  winter.    By  the  way,  lily      of  the  valley  grows 
not  from  a  bulb  but  from  a  kind  of  fleshy  root  that  florists  call  a  "pip. "  Like 
bulbs,  lily  pips  need  a  period  in  storage  before  forcing.     At  this  time  of  year 
or  a  little  later,  you  can  buy  lily-of-the-vallev  pips  that  have  already  com- 
pleted their  storage  period  and  are  ready  for  forcing.     When  you  buy  these  ready- 
prepared  pips,  pot  them  immediately  in  sand  or  a  mixture  of  2  parts  loam,  1  part 
leaf -mold  and  1  part  sand.     Leave  the  top  of  each  pip  a  little  above  the  surface 
of  the  soil  when  you  plant.     Then  cover  the  top  with  a  layer  of  deep  sphagnum 
moss.    You  can  put  k  or  5  little  individual  plants  in  an  ordinary  5-inch  pot. 
?or  the  first  few  days,  keep  the  pots  in  a  semi-dark  place.    Then,  as  the  lilies 
grow,  bring  them  into  full  light.    Plenty  of  water  and  a  temperature  of  from  71 
to  8r-  degrees  Fahrenheit  is  ideal  for  best  growth.     Count    on  blooms  21  days 
from  the  day  you  plant. 
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